Reappearance of alpha-fetoprotein in spontaneous hepatitis in the rat.
Reappearance of AFP was demonstrated in a single rat out of a large control population. At autopsy, this DOCA-hypertensive rat was found to have a form of hepatitis associated with proliferative activity, i.e., cellular unrest, mitotic figures and oval cell hyperplasia. It is submitted that increased AFP synthesis in this animal with spontaneous hepatitis is causally related to hepatocellular regeneration.